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Substance Abuse Recovery Advocates at Springfield Recovery Walk Call on Legislature to Restore $6.6 Million for Treatment Providers

SPRINGFIELD, Illinois – The Illinois Alcoholism and Drug Dependence Association (IADDA) joined the Central Illinois Recovery Coalition and other recovery advocates at Springfield’s first annual recovery walk—“Celebrate Recovery One Step at a Time”—on September 15.

Advocates in Springfield used the day to call upon the leaders in the Illinois House and Senate to over ride a gubernatorial veto of $6.6 million earmarked for a cost of doing business increase for substance abuse treatment providers.

September is national recovery month and the Springfield walk is a part of a larger, national effort to call attention to people battling substance abuse addiction.

“The people walking here today are a snapshot of the thousands in Illinois for whom recovery from addiction for themselves, family or friends is vital,” said Sara Moscato Howe, CEO of IADDA, which represents Illinois prevention, treatment and recovery service providers. 

“Tragically, substance abuse treatment is unavailable for thousands in Illinois who need help because agencies lack the resources to provide treatment on demand. For the sake of those who need treatment, House Speaker Madigan and Senate President Jones must override the Governor’s veto,” said Howe. 

Howe referenced a University of Illinois survey of Illinois substance abuse treatment providers released in April that found that during the month of March 6,467 people were placed on a waiting list for treatment services. 

“That more than 6,400 Illinois citizens who sought help and were denied immediate assistance is truly appalling,” said Howe. “Insufficient state funding is the problem.”

Walk coalition partners include: CiviGenics, Gateway Foundation, Illinois Association of Extended Care (IAEC), the Illinois Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Professional Certification Association (IAODAPCA), Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC), Illinois Institute for Addiction Recovery (IIAR), Triangle Center, Carpenters Local #16, Prevention First Inc., Treatment Alternatives for Safe Communities, Inc. (TASC), Global Helping Hands, R-Club, Cod House, Laborers Local #477, Lincoln Cinema, Hardees, Tower of Refuge, Project Return, Sysco Foods, Puritan Spring Water, Coke, and Marketing Consultants.
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